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2018 Site Plan Approval Resolution 

  













 

 

APPENDIX 2 

2020 Site Plan Extension Resolution 
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Site Plan Amendment Application Form 
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APPENDIX 4 

IBWTP Site Plan Amendment Supporting Documentation 

 

1. Site Plan Amendment Background and Narrative Description   
 

Based on the hydraulic and performance limitations of the existing Indian Brook Water 
Treatment Plant (IBWTP) and the anticipated increase in system demand over the coming years, 
the Village of Ossining has decided to design and construct a new, larger facility at the existing 
treatment plant site. The design of the new IBWTP includes coagulation, flocculation, DAF, 
intermediate chlorination, dual media filtration, and UV disinfection.  The new IBWTP Contract 
Documents were submitted to Westchester County Department of Health (WCDOH) in 
December 2018.  During the time the new IBWTP was under DOH review, the existing IBWTP 
experienced an unprecedented taste and odor event related to 2-Methylisoborneol (MIB), 
which resulted in taste and odor (T&O) customer complaints.   

To address this new water quality challenge, the Village requested Hazen to modify the previous 
design to convert the UV disinfection system at the proposed IBWTP to a UV disinfection / UV 
Advanced Oxidation Process (AOP) system. Additionally, a powdered activated carbon (PAC) 
system was added to the proposed design to control milder potential T&O events. A new PAC 
building was designed next to the existing Low Lift Pump Station (LLPS) to house two PAC skids 
and three bulk bags. 

A UV/hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) system was selected for the UV AOP design. The UV AOP system 
was designed to be located north of the clearwell. This location required shifting the two 
clearwells, backwash tank and associated pumps to the south to accommodate a new UV AOP 
room to house the UV reactors. 

The existing plant design was evaluated to determine the optimum location for the new 
hydrogen peroxide system. To minimize impacts to the site and final construction costs, while 
also providing truck access, the new bulk storage tank and transfer pumps will be located in a 
separate hydrogen peroxide building in the chemical delivery area. The hydrogen peroxide 
building will house the bulk storage tank, transfer pumps and transfer piping.  

Figure 1 depicts the changes between the previously approved site plan and the amended site 
plan. The full set of amended site plans are shown in Attachment 1. 

 

2. Status of Approvals and Permitting  
 

Table 1 presents an updated summary of IBWTP permits and approvals. Most notably, WCDOH 
has approved the design (including the amendment), which has allowed the Village to progress 
with the remaining permitting and approval efforts.  No new construction or operational 
permits/approvals are triggered by the amended design.



 

Figure 1 – Overview of Changes to 2018 Site Plan  

 



Table 1: Overview of IBWTP Permits and Approvals 

Agency  Permit/Approval  

Permit Type 
(Construction

/Operation) Status  

WCDOH 

Approval of Plans  Construction 
and Operation 

WCDOH issued their 
approval of the original 
design on 11/22/2021, and 
a letter of no objection to 
the amended design on 
11/7/2022 (Attachment 2). 

NYSDOH 

Concurrence with 
WCDOH  

Construction 
and Operation 

No signed approval 
needed; NYS coordinates 
with WCDOH review (see 
distribution list of 
Attachment 2). 

NYSDEC 
 
 

Wintering Bald Eagle 
Disturbance 

Construction Sign-off received 
on July 28, 2021 
that no additional 
review or permit is 
needed 
(Attachment 3). 
 

Water Withdrawal 
Permit  

Operation No new water withdrawal 
permit is needed for 
construction. A call is 
anticipated to be scheduled 
for early 2023. During the 
meeting, the Village will 
explain that the new 
IBWTP will operate at the 
currently permitted 
capacity of 1 MGD once in 
operations, and that they 
will apply for increase in 
capacity later as needed.  
 

Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) 

Construction The SWPPP will be 
submitted to NYSDEC in 
early January 2023. 

Pre-construction 
Notification (PCN) 

Construction The Pre-Construction 
Notification will be 
submitted in early January 
2023.  

 

NY-2C State 
Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System 
(SPDES) 

Operation Submitted to NYSDEC on 
December 15, 2022. 

 
 
Town of Ossining  
 
 
 
 
 

SEQRA Negative 
Declaration  

Construction 
and Operation 

The Neg Dec was issued 
on September 5, 2018 and 
amended on August 21, 
2019 (Attachment 4). No 
further amendment to the 
SEQRA analysis is 
warranted. See discussion 
below.  



Agency  Permit/Approval  

Permit Type 
(Construction

/Operation) Status  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Town of Ossining  

Wetlands Permit  Operation Conceptual wetland 
mitgation design was 
shared with Town 
representatives in 
November, 2022 
(Attachment 5). The final 
wetlands mitigation is 
currently under 
preparation. See 
discussion below.  

Tree Removal Permit Construction The tree removal resolution 
was adopted on December 
5, 2018 (Attachment 6). 
The updated design will not 
result in additional tree 
removal.  

Architectural Review Construction The amended design is in 
accordance with the 
original architectural design 
resolution issued by the 
Architectural Review Board 
on December 5, 2018 
(Attachment 6).  

SWPPP  Construction The SWPPP was 
submitted for review and 
signature on December 15, 
2022. The signed SWPPP 
will be submitted to 
NYSDEC for approval in 
early January 2023.  

 

3. Amended Design Consistency with SEQRA Negative Declaration  
 

The Negative Declaration for the Project was issued by the Town Planning Board on September 
5, 2018. The Board later issued an Amended Negative Declaration on August 21, 2019 to reflect 
the Coordinated Review and additional comments received from NYSDEC (Attachment 4).  

The amended design does not alter or introduce new environmental impacts, as the changes 
will result in minimal additional disturbance which is confined to study area of the existing 
Environmental Review. As described in Section 4 below, there are no additional impacts to 
wetlands, wetland buffers, or other natural resources. Furthermore, the proposed site plan 
changes do not affect the number of trees removed compared to the 2018 site plan. Therefore, 
no amendments to the environmental assessment or the Amended Negative Declaration are 
required.  

  



4. Wetlands Mitigation Plan 

The construction of the IBWTP will result in permanent disturbance to approximately 0.14 acres 
of shallow emergent marsh wetland habitat and 0.93 acres of watercourse buffer associated 
with the onsite wetland. Additionally, 91 trees have been removed from the site in the area 
where the IBWTP will be constructed.  

Since issuance of the conditional Site Plan approval, the Town and Village agreed that on-site 
mitigation would be conducted to account for the permanent wetland and wetland buffer 
impacts.  The attached conceptual wetland mitigation plan was provided to the Town’s wetland 
consultant in November 2022 (Attachment 5).  The Town and Village representatives met on 
December 1, 2022 to walk the IBWTP site and discuss the mitigation strategy. The Town’s 
representative agreed with the approach, and recommend adding an additional mitigation area 
on the reservoir’s edge which is currently inundated with invasive plants. Figure 2 reflects the 
approach agreed upon during the site visit. Once the revisions to the conceptual mitigation plan 
are finalized, it will be submitted to the Town for adminstrative approval.   
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Figure 1 - Draft Conceptual Mitigation Plan (pg. 1 of 2) December 2022



Figure 1 - Draft Conceptual Mitigation Plan (Pg. 2 of 2) December 2022



Attachment 1 

Amended Site Plans 
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Attachment 2 

2021 and 2022 WCDOH Approvals 

 

  

















 

 

 

Attachment 3 

NYSDEC Wildlife Sign-Off  

  



From: Booth-Binczik, Susan D (DEC)
To: Wells, Ruby
Cc: Herzner, Julie A.
Subject: RE: Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant, 25 Reservoir Road
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 4:04:54 PM
Attachments: image003.png
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image002.jpg

Hi Ruby,
I apologize for the delayed response. Thank you for the additional detailed information. Based on
the distance from the project site to the eagle wintering area and the noise levels expected to be
produced by the project, no adverse impacts on bald eagles are likely. No additional wildlife review is
needed unless project plans change.
Let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Sue
Sue Booth-Binczik
Wildlife Biologist, Region 3
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
21 South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY 12561
susan.booth-binczik@dec.ny.gov

From: Wells, Ruby <RWells@hazenandsawyer.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 11:31 AM
To: Booth-Binczik, Susan D (DEC) <Susan.Booth-Binczik@dec.ny.gov>
Cc: Herzner, Julie A. <JHerzner@hazenandsawyer.com>
Subject: RE: Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant, 25 Reservoir Road

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hi Sue –
We are reaching out again about the Village of Ossining Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant project.
Thank you for your recent email clarifying the type of information required to determine whether
the project has the potential to disturb Bald Eagle wintering habitat. As we understand, this area is
located approximately 0.4 miles to the southwest of the project site. Based on the information in
your email, we were able to take a closer look at the NYS guidelines on work near Bald Eagle
wintering habitat. From our review, it appears that the area along the Hudson River is the habitat
area of concern (area No. 3 in the figure below).
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We also understand additional information on the types of construction activities and anticipated
noise levels will help to identify whether an Incidental Taking Permit is necessary. According to the
guidelines, loud, intermittent noises can adversely affect any Bald Eagle within a wintering habitat.
The guidance indicates that potential disturbance to wintering area is determined on a case-by-case
basis depending on activities at the site, topography, etc., since a lack of human disturbance is a key
component of breeding and wintering areas. From the tables in the guidance, it appears the Indian
Brook Water Treatment Plant would fall into the category of projects within a half-mile of the
wintering area with a visual buffer between the site and wintering area. For these locations, blasting,

fireworks, and other loud noises are not allowed during the wintering period (December 1st to

March 31st). Note that these types of noises are will not occur during construction of the project.
Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant (IBWTP) construction will take place at the site over the course
of approximately 3 years. The first year of the work will include the bulk of the associated outdoor
grading and construction of the new treatment building. During the second and third years, the work
will largely be contained within the water treatment plant building to complete treatment process
equipment, offices, and other interior elements. It is not anticipated that work contained within the
interior of the building would have the potential to disturb Bald Eagle wintering habitat.
During the first year of construction, during site grading and while the new water treatment building
is being erected, there will be construction equipment used onsite that may be audible offsite in the
vicinity of the project. However, at no time will this work include or require blasting, pile driving,
rock hammering, demolition activities or other equipment or construction methods that have the
potential to generate large and intermittent noise levels equivalent to explosions or fireworks. The
loudest intermittent noises would come from truck deliveries to the site, similar to the trucks
currently servicing the existing water treatment plant, for chemical deliveries, residuals hauling, and
trash disposal. The new IBWTP is being constructed immediately adjacent to the existing IBWTP.
At this time, a quantitative construction noise assessment has not been completed for the new
IBWTP. However, Hazen and Sawyer (the engineering firm for the project) recently completed a
noise assessment for another, recent project in Westchester County (prior to the start of the Covid-



19 pandemic related shutdowns). For that assessment, located on a relatively quiet parcel of land
surrounding the City of White Plains reservoirs, existing ambient noise was measured, and
construction noise was calculated at nearby residential receptors to determine whether construction
would have the potential to increase sound to a nuisance level above NYSDEC’s SEQRA threshold for
significant sound pressure level (an increase of 6 dBA or more at residential receptors). The
measurements for this other project were collected within the Westchester County Study Area per
NYSDEC guidelines for Assessing and Mitigating Noise Impacts (2001). While no noise level threshold
is indicated in the guidance for potential impacts to Bald Eagle wintering habitat, this SEQRA
threshold may be an appropriate proxy, when taken together with other factors. Therefore, a
summary of the findings of the noise study of the other project within Westchester County is
provided below.
The other Westchester County project included rock crushing, grading, tree clearing and
construction of structures. Therefore, the noise analysis for that project assumed the simultaneous
use of up to 4 haul trucks, a rock crusher, a screen, and a loader. (At the Indian Brook Water
Treatment Plant, the only equipment of this type will be a haul trucks and a loader). Ambient sound
was measured, and construction sound was calculated at receptors between 600 and 2,000 feet
from the project site. Some of the receptors were separated by a single two-lane roadway while
others were separated only by forested area and gently sloping land. Even with this heavy
equipment, and the ambient noise of a residential neighborhood, the highest increase in sound was
determined to be 2.2 dBA. This increase occurred at the receptor with the closest line of sight to the
project area, approximately 0.25 miles from the construction activity and separated only by wooded
areas.
Since the wintering habitat corridor is located in a more populous area and near Route 9 (the Croton
Expressway) and the Metro-North railroad lines, it is anticipated that its ambient background noise is
equivalent or higher than what exists at the Westchester County Study Area described above. In
addition, heavy equipment such as rock crushers and screens would not be required to construct the
Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant, so the increase in construction-related noise levels would not
be as high as was calculated for the other Westchester County project. Given the IBTWP
construction activities would use similar equipment to what is currently used on site to service and
run the existing Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant and given the absence of loud and intermittent
construction activities that may startle or disturb wintering Bald Eagles, we do not believe the
project would generate large differences in noise levels between the ambient and construction
conditions, including in the vicinity of the wintering habitat. Separately, and as stated in the
Environmental Assessment, should any nest be identified within the 660- or 330-ft of the project
site, all construction activities would cease until appropriate measures are in place to protect the
nest and any Bald Eagle using the nest.
We would like to request a call to discuss this information further and whether it is sufficiently
detailed to allow NYSDEC to make a determination on the potential for temporary construction noise
to affect wintering habitat for the Bald Eagle.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter,
Ruby
Ruby Wells
Associate | Hazen and Sawyer
498 Seventh Avenue, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018
718 772-1615 (cell) | 212 539-7000 (main)
rwells@hazenandsawyer.com | hazenandsawyer.com
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Ruby Wells
Associate | Hazen and Sawyer
498 Seventh Avenue, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018
718 772-1615 (cell) | 212 539-7000 (main)
rwells@hazenandsawyer.com | hazenandsawyer.com

From: Booth-Binczik, Susan D (DEC) <Susan.Booth-Binczik@dec.ny.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2021 10:17 AM
To: Wells, Ruby <RWells@hazenandsawyer.com>
Cc: Herzner, Julie A. <JHerzner@hazenandsawyer.com>
Subject: RE: Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant, 25 Reservoir Road
Hi Ruby,
Thank you for the information. I looked up the project site in our GIS database, and as previously
mentioned, there is a bald eagle wintering area approximately .4 miles southwest of the project
location, so the potential for impacts to wintering bald eagles needs to be assessed in accordance
with the guidelines in the attached documents.
In order to assess the potential for impacts, what we need is information on the loudest noise levels
expected to be produced by the project during the bald eagle wintering season, which is December 1
– March 31. The noise levels from the project that would result in the eagle use area should then be
calculated and compared to ambient noise levels in that area to determine whether the project
would result in a significant increase in the noise the eagles are experiencing.
Let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Sue
Sue Booth-Binczik
Wildlife Biologist, Region 3
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
21 South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY 12561
susan.booth-binczik@dec.ny.gov

From: Wells, Ruby <RWells@hazenandsawyer.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 7:58 PM
To: Booth-Binczik, Susan D (DEC) <Susan.Booth-Binczik@dec.ny.gov>
Cc: Herzner, Julie A. <JHerzner@hazenandsawyer.com>
Subject: RE: Indian Brook Water Treatment Plant, 25 Reservoir Road

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good evening Susan –
Thank you for your response. I am happy to provide you some background information on the
project and our correspondence with NYSDEC to date.
Below my signature is project summary and a description of the site.
Attached is a copy of the response letter to NYSDEC dated July 15, 2020, along with the relevant
enclosure (NYSDEC email correspondence dated 9/6/2018). Following our response, NYSDEC issued
a follow-up email in March 2021 indicating the following (emphasis added):
> Article 11, Title 5, Endangered and Threatened Species
>
> The letter referred to no impacts occurring because the plant construction will be within the
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Attachment 4 

SEQRA Negative Declaration 

  







































































































 

 

 

Attachment 5 

Conceptual Mitigation Plan  

Submitted to Town (November 2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  







Attachment 6 

Town Architectural and Tree Removal 
Resolutions  
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