TIM
MILLER
ASSOCIATES, INC.

10 North Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516 (845) 265-4400 265-4418 fax

February 26, 2016

Ingrid Richards, Chair, and the Town of Ossining Planning Board
John Paul Rodrigues Operations Center

Town of Ossining Building and Planning Department

101 Route 9A - P.O. Box 1166

Ossining, NY 10562

RE: Parth Knolls, LLC, Residential Project
NYS Route 9A and NYS Route 134 Intersection Traffic

Dear Chair Richards:

This letter responds to public comments regarding traffic at the NYS Route 134 and NYS
Route 9A intersection made at the February 18, 2016 Ossining Planning Board meeting. The
comments referred to the congested operation of the said intersection. On behalf of Parth
Knolls, LLC, | submit that further analysis of this situation is unnecessary as:

1. The contribution of site traffic to the intersection will be very low,

2. Traffic has been declining in the area,

3. The intersection has recently been studied for the larger River Knolls project with a
recommended signal timing improvement and that the Parth Knolls traffic would be within
the background growth anticipated, and

4. The New York State Department of Transportation (NYS DOT) already recognizes NYS
Route 9A corridor is an existing issue and is planning improvements.

Small Site Traffic Contribution

Mr. Stolman’s memorandum to the Board dated February 17, 2016 indicated agreement with
the site traffic generation and distribution projected by Tim Miller Associates, Inc. (TMA) for
Parth Knolls. Table 1 below indicates, based on traffic site distribution Figure 8 and 9 of the
TMA study, that less than 24 vehicles from the project site would be traveling through the
NYS Route 9A and NYS Route 134 intersection in any peak hour.

Given the amount of site peak hour traffic projected is less than one vehicle per two minutes
spread over several lanes, the change will not be perceptible given the volume of peak hour
traffic on NYS Route 9A and NYS Route 134 from NYS DOT (counts shown in Table 2). The
traffic that would likely increase delay the most is left turning traffic, however no left turning
traffic is anticipated except an occasional truck. The right turning site bound traffic onto NYS
Route 134, being on its own lane (see Attachment B), is the least likely to cause any change
in delay.
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With site traffic under 24 vehicles per hour, modeling of the traffic movements would not be
particularly useful. Modeling is unlikely to change the results of a capacity analysis especially
given the lack of left turning traffic.

Table 1
Anticipated distribution through the NYS Route 9A and NYS Route 134 intersection

Traffic Volumes*

Routing through the NYS Route

134 and NYS Route 9A A.M. Peak | P.M. Peak

Traffic volume from Traffic

Capacity Analysis intersection Hour Hour
Route 9A off ramp right NYS Route 9A northbound 3 15
turn to Hawkes Avenue (westbound) through volume

Hawkes Avenue left turn .

oo NS oo 34 [NYS oo 18 mumano | gz | g
(Kitchawan State Route)

NYS Route 134

(Kitchawan State Route) |NYS Route 9A southbound Jex 0

right turn onto Hawkes right turn onto NYS Route 134
Avenue

Worst case site Vehicles
through intersection of NYS 18 23
Route 134 and NYS Route 9A

* Based on Figures 8 and 9 from Tim Miller Associates, Inc. Traffic Capacity Study January 22, 2016 and
reviewed Frederick P. Clark, Inc. Memorandum February 17, 2016.

Based on the existing volumes from the Knoll River Traffic Study these volumes would be less than shown
by as much as 35 percent.

Table 2
Site Traffic Relative to NYS Route 9A and NYS Route 134 Link
Volume
Two-way Traffic Volume
Location A.M. Peak | P.M. Peak
Hour Hour
Total site vehicles through intersection 18* 93
of NYS Route 134 and NYS Route 9A
NYS Route 9A 3029* 2956**
NYS Route 134 609** 518 (535)**
* from Table 1
** Attachment A NYS DOT counts for the same time periods except the 535 occurs
after the peak of the NYS Route 9A.

Traffic volumes as discussed in the TMA October letter have been declining on NYS Route
9A, and as shown in Table 3 also on NYS Route 134. Using the decline in daily traffic (Table
3) and Table 2 peak hour volumes, estimated intersection traffic in each peak hour has
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declined about 500 vehicles. The decline is well above the site’s traffic, less than 24 vehicles
peak hour traffic being added by the Parth Knolls project.

Table 3
Average Annual Daily Traffic
Daily Traffic Volumes
Year NYS Route 9A NYS Route 134 NYS Route 134
(Station 87_ 0624) | (Station 87_ 0474) * | (Station 87_ 0473)*
2003 39870 7040 2500
2006 6270 2410
2007 35710
2009 6441 2326
2011 34034
2013 6045 2 2048~
2014 33903°
Change since 2003 -5967 -995 -452

* New York State Department of Transportation (NYS DOT) forecast.
Source: New York State Department of Transportation (NYS DOT) Historical Average Annual Daily
Traffic https://www.dot.ny.gov/highway-data-services.

2See Attachment A for traffic volumes.
3 North of NYS Route 9A.
4 Hawkes Avenue south of NYS Route 9A.

River Knolls Study

The River Knoll project investigated the intersection of NYS Route 9A and NYS Route 134.
The intersection is shown to have some poor levels of service under existing conditions. The
River Knoll project is anticipated to increase delays but not worsen levels of service. The
River Knoll project at 188 apartment units is larger than Parth Knolls at 53 apartment units.
The Knoll River project is located on Croton Dam Road south of NYS Route 9A and thus is
better located for access to the NYS Route 134 and NYS Route 9A intersection. The
on-ramp to NYS Route 9A northbound takes Parth Knolls traffic away from NYS Route 134 is
not convenient for the River Knoll traffic. The River Knolls project study included a two
percent per year background growth despite the historic decline in traffic. This background
growth would include minor projects as Parth Knolls. Given the low Parth Knolls traffic
through the intersection, any retiming discussed in the River Knolls Study would be just as
appropriate without the Parth Knolls project as with it.

Recognized Existing Problem

The Metropolitan Planning Organization (New York Metro Transportation Council) provides a
regional transportation plan (2014-2040 Regional Transportation Plan, entitted A Shared
Vision for a Sustainable Region, adopted on September 4, 2013) to outline future
transportation improvements. This report recognizes the need to improve the NYS Route 9A
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corridor in the NYS Route 9A Truck and Safety Project. This corridor not only serves the
Town of Ossining but also carries traffic from northwestern Westchester County, western
Putnam County, and Dutchess County and hence is regional in nature.

Existing bridges have height restrictions and limit roadway width. The improvements
recommended in the Regional Transportation Plan 2014-2040 which could eliminate the
height restriction is not anticipated to occur before the site construction, as it is not currently
included on the Transportation Improvement Program. Construction trucks leaving the Parth
Knolls site will be routed to the NYS Route 134 traffic signal as the northbound on-ramp is
close to the underpass which has a 10 foot 6 inch height restriction in the right lane.

Two planning projects may further divert traffic from NYS Route 9A in the long term:

A. Empire Corridor Planning Tier 1 EIS is to look at transit improvements for the future
Westchester County Metro North Corridor.

B. The US Route 9 Community Emphasis Area Study which will look at Route 9 through
Westchester County.

NYS Route 9A projects are already being programmed in the Transportation Improvement
Program (New York Metropolitan Transportation Council, January 13, 2016) that lays out
short term project funding. These two projects (see Attachment C) are:

* NYS Route 9A reconstruction at Executive Boulevard ($21 to $31 million)
* NYS Route 100C bridge replacement over Route 9A ($12.5 to $19 million)

These plans demonstrate the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council’'s commitment
to ongoing studies and improvement in the NYS Route 9A corridor.

Recommendation

Given the small contribution of Parth Knolls site traffic to the intersection (under 24 trips in
any peak hour Table 1), the historical decline in traffic at the intersection (Table 3 amounting
to over 500 trips in any peak hour), that the NYS DOT recognizes the corridor is an existing
regional problem and is already beginning to address the issues directly and indirectly
through high cost alternatives, and a suggested separate low cost signal timing improvement
for River Knoll project (River Knoll Full Environmental Assessment Form) which accounts for
background growth above the Parth Knolls project traffic, no further analysis of the
intersection needs to be considered regarding the Parth Knolls site’s impact to this
intersection.

Please contact me if there is any question concerning this information.

Sincerely,

o Hunofler

James A. Garofalo, AICP CTP
Director, Transportation Division
TIM MILLER ASSOCIATES, INC.



ATTACHMENT A

Volume Data
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ATTACHMENT B

Intersection of

NYS Route 134 and NYS Route 9A
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ATTACHMENT C

Transportation Improvement Program
Projects
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